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bagh. We had two elephants to carry the baggage, which
was severely limited in quantity. I trusted for food to the
supplies of the country which we were about to traverse ;
the bulkiest part ot the baggage was the two bales of presents
for the hill people, and these being the sinews of war were
specially looked after, and packed carefully before anything
else on the back of the largest elephant.

I marched south, following the line of my police stations,
in order to have the advantage of good roads as far as possible
before plunging into the forest, and on the 20th of November
I reached Manikpur, the last village at which I should camp
in the plains. By this time we had done six days of steady
marching, and the whole party was consequently in good
walking case. Little by little I had discovered and left behind
all superfluous articles of clothing or equipment which my
escort had brought with them, and my party was now abso-
lutely in the lightest marching order; this was the more
necessary as at Manikpur we had to abandon the elephants,
our baggage being conveyed, after that, either on the backs
of coolies or in boats, as circumstances might direct. I had
discarded my small tent at the outset, leaving it behind on the
second day's march as superfluous, and I now still further
reduced my outfit, confining my table equipage to one iron
pot, a frying-pan, and two tin plates, with a knife and fork.

On leaving Manikpur and entering the hills the scenery
became wilder and more beautiful, and I experienced a growing
sensation of delight at having at last cast loose from civilized
'&iaiL How joyful was the thought that a few days more of
travel would place me beyond reach even of the post, and that
consequently, by no possibility could I be recalled from my
journey.

Our route lay by a narrow hill-stream, along which we poled
frptjr way in dug-out canoes, until, on the 2gth of November,
I reached a village of the Mrung tribe, and there halted to
gain mformatiori and arrange for a change of transport.

The worthy Roaj a, or village head-man, politely offered me the

hospitality of his house; but I preferred being independent,

, and camped on the banks of the small stream below.   The

weather was cloudless and beautiful, so that I had no need of